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Ane my ir my Fair one, and come away. Cant. ii. 10. 


I a come that they might have Life, and that they might 


have i it more abundantly, John x. 10. 
But ye will not come unto me, that ye might have life, 

2 John r. 40. 
Come, for all dungs are now ready, Lake xv. 17. 
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[INVITATION, &e. 


Matt. 1. 40. 


2 ms unto me, all ye that labour and 25 
| ee laden, and I wy give you 1 of 


5 T2 HE Scriptures of Truth inform us, 
D that ** God created man upright ;. 
> but he hath ought out many_inven- _ 
# T3 tions.” And 'tis plain, though man 
was created upright and in the image of God, 
7 he did not long conti nue in this holy and | 

ppy ſtate. For Adam ſoon. took of the for- 
didden fruit, and thereby forfeited all right and 
title to happineſs here and glory hereafter ; 
And after he had thus ſinned againſt his God, 
he begat a ſon in his oun likeneſs; A ſon of 
everlaſting reproach, a murderer. But with- 
out taking-up any more of your time, (by way 
of mr to this GE 'tis very plain 
. | that 


\ 


— 


a) 


that we are the allen offspring of fallen parents, 
and that ©* our iniquities have made a feparat i= 
cn between GoD and our ſouls:” For the pro- | 
Phet Haiah ſufficiently proves, that from Adam 
down to the preſent day, © all have ſinned 
and gone afir ay from God, like unto -a flock.of 
filly fheep ;": therefore we muſt not-ſuppoſe that 
this is only the caſe with this bad man and 
the other wicked woman, but we muſt look 
upon it (as it really ie, and as the word of 
God fets it forth,) to be the caſe with ever 
man and woman under the ſun. For the 
Apoſtle ſays, ** there is no difference : for all 
lia de Ained and come ſhort of the glory of God. 
Rom. iti. 22, 23. And as all have fimed 
againſt GOD, and by fin incurred the diſplea- 
{ure of God; even ſo all ſtand in need of mer- 
cy from God ; for without this we can never 
tee the face of Goo Wick oy- 


« But herein perceive ve the love of God in 
Chriſt Jeſus toward us: For though man 
had finned againſt God, yet inſtead of ta- 
king vengeance on his enemies, He is pleaſed 
to contrive a way whereby man may be re- 
conciled and brought home to him again.,— 
Therefore, ſays the Apoſtle Fohn, © God jo 
*« loved the world, that he gave his only begot- 
ten ſon, that whoſcever believeth in him ſhould 
nos periſh, but have everlaſting life,” John, 
1:1. 10, - Here we are told what Chriſt came 

into 


. ee ry 


thirty years, and at laſt to be.crucified between 


C8: 3 

into the world for; namely, to redeem his 
people. And in order. that we might know 
w ho they ate, they are deſcribed by. believing . 
in him, We alfo ſee the happy conſequence 


of their believing in him, that“ they ſhall 
not periſh, but have everlaſting life.” May. 


God give you power to cry to him for that 
faith, whereby you ſhall be enabled to truſt; 
in him at all times! 1 
But Chriſt was not only given by the Fa- 
ther to a. loſt and helpleſs world, but he alſo. 
gave himſelf. to be the Saviour of the world. 
For. faith. the apoſtle Paul in his epiſtle to 


Titus, ii. 14. He gave himſelf for us, that 


&< by might redeem us from all iniquity and Pu- 


riß unto himſelf a peculiar people, zealous f 


6 good works.” And again, He loved me, 


and gave hiinſelf for me.” So that from 


theſe and many other texts of ſcripture it is 
plain that Chriſt Jeſus was as willing to come 


as God: the Father was to ſend him : There- 


fore ſaid he; Lo I come, in the volume of the. 
book it is written f me, to do thy will O God ! 
Pfalm, xl. 7;. So. that rather than his people 
ſhould periſh and go to hell, he would leave 
his Father's boſom and come down iuto this 

il-natured world and be made the ſong of the 
drunkard and the ſport of fools. I hus he 


Was. pleaſed to bow the heavens and come 


down, to live a life of forrow for three and 


4 160 1 
eos thieves, and there to ſhed his whole heart's | 
blood for the ſins of his people. Reader, may 
God give you and me a ſweet taſte of his love 
that we may ſay with the Apoſtle John, Me 1 
„love him, becauſe he hath fi Ioved us.” 
And when the dear. Lord Jeſus came into 
this world upon this errand, it was his conti- 
nual employ to go about from one place to 
another inſtructing poor ſinners in the nay | of | 
falvation, and inviting them to come to him 
that they might receive remiſſion of their fins, 
and find. reſt to their ſouls. And indeed ma- 
ny glorious invitations there are in the goſpel, 
which are freely given to the children of men, 
wherein tley are invited to come to . Jeſus: 
and receive all the benefits of the goſpel of 
peace, frecly, without money and without price. 
Ho every one that thirſteth, come ye to the wa- 
yy L and he that hath no money, come, buy and 
yea, come buy wine without money and 
—.— price, Iſa. lv. 1. And Feſus in the 
great day of the feaſt flood and cryed, I am man 
thir/?, let him come unto me and drink, John, 
vii. 37. Lhe Spirit and the bride ſay, come; 
aud let him that heareth ſay come, and let him 
that is athirft come, and whoſoever vill, let him 
come and take of the water of hfe freely. Rev. 
Xxii. 17. And among theſe invitations are 
the words of the text; which no doubt, were 
ſpoken, and are recorded for the comfort of 
every heavy-laden, ſin-ſick ſoul, that deſires , 
to come to Chriſt for mercy. 
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1 
In the Text there are fix things worthy our 
ſerious conſideration, and enquiry ; which 


are as follow. 


I. Who are they that are invited to come? 


II. When are they to come? 


III. How are they to come? 
IV. Why are they to come? 

V. For what are they to come? and 
Laſtly. What encouragement have they to 


come? 


I. Firſt then, I am to ſhew you, Who they 


are that are invited to come, And in a ge- 
neral ſenſe, Every man and woman is invited 


to come, for this is the goſpel invitation; Ho 
« every one that thirfteth, come ye to the wa- 
« ters!” And I am ſore that wherever the 
goſpel is preached it is to be offered unto all. 


For when Chriſt ſent forth his diſciples he 


bade them go and preach the goſpel to every 
creature; and promiſed that they who did 
receive and believe that goſpel ſhould be ſa- 


ved, and they who did not, ſhould be damned. 


Mark, xvi. 16. Again, when the ſervants 
were ſent to invite the gueſts to the Goſpel- 
feaſt, they were to bring in all, even as many 
as they found, both bad and good : Matt. xxii. 
9, 10. 'lherefore I think it is the duty of 
every one that ſtands up to ſpeak in the name 


of God, to offer the goſpel to all that ſhall 
come to hear them and then to leave the event 


to God: — And happy is it for all thoſe who 


are 


* 


n 
are enabled by grace to lay hold on the word 
of eternal life! And I'll tell you one reaſon 
more why miniſters are to offer the goſpel to 
all, Becauſe they don't know who the Elect, 
or the choſen of God are, any more-than they 
may judge by their lives and converſation ; 
and this is the only thing we are to know them 
by, for our Lord has told us,“ By their fruits 
ye ſhall know them.” And I do think this is 
one grand reaſon why miniſters ſhould offer 
the goſpel to all. JJ 

But in a more particular manner thoſe who 
are invited to. come, are thoſe who are con- 
vinced of fin, and are made to cry out with. 
Job, * I am vile, Job xl. 4. With David, 
« I have finned,” 2 Sam. xii. 13. With 
Iſaiah, Wo is me ! for I am undone; becauſe 
IT am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the 
midſt of a people of unclean lips; Ifa. vi. 5.. 
With Peter, Save Lord, or I peri/h !”” Matt. 
xiv. 30. Or with Paul, O wretched man, 
that I am! who ſhall deliver me from the body: 
M this death. Rom. vii. 24.—Theſe are the 
perſons that are invited to come; and theſe 
are they that ſhall meet with a. hearty. 
welcome. | x 
Again, They that are invited to come, are 
thoſe that are labouring; Come unto me all ye 


: 
* 


that labour and are heavy-laden. While men 


are living in fin they are faid to be idle; be- 


cauſe they are not working out their ſalvation 
EY” with 


4 50 
with fear and trembling. And although they 
are by the prophet Iſaiah ſaid to labour, yer 
they are labouring for that which cannot ſa- 
| tisfy; for they are labouring in the ſervice 

of the Devil and not in the vineyard of the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, Therefore they are ſaid 
to be idle men. And as Mr. Henry obſerves, 
„ a man may be idle, and go to hell, but he 
that would go to heaven, mutt be buſy.” 

But it might be atked, what theſe perſons 
labour under: and I might anſwer and ſay, 
that many of them labour under a hard heart ; 
a heart of dne, as it is called in the word of 


God. And others labour under a backfliding 


heart: And this makes therm mourn before 
the Lord ; becauſe they find their heart like 
a broken bow, ſtarting afide from the things 
of God, and from the ways of God. Others 

are labouring under an unbelieving heart; a 
heart that gives God the lye ; for God has 
ſald that he will never leave nor ſorſake his 
people; butuabelief ſays, My God hath for- 
ſaken me. God hath faid, * No weapon for- 
med againſt thee ſhall proſper, and I will keep. 
thee, leaſt any hurt ther; but unbelief ſays, I 
ſhall one day fall by the hand of Saul. So in 
every particular unbelief gives God the lye. 
And others are labouring under a finful hearr, 
an unclean heart, and are made to cry out 
with David, Give me a clean heart,” O God, 
and renew a right ſpirit within ne, Py lt, 
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6 
Now they ſee what they never ſaw before; 
now they know what they never knew before; 
for once they ſaw themſelves as good as their 
neighbours, but now with Paul they fee them- 
. felves the chief of ſinners : once they thought 
they had a good heart; but now they know 
they have a deviliſh heart, yea that it is as 
cage of unclean birds; and now they can ſub- 
{ſcribe to the truth of thoſe words, ** Every 
thought and imagination of the heart of man is 
evil, only evil, and that continually. Gen. vi. 5. 
Again, What do theſe perſons labsur in? 
I anſwer, they labour in prayer; and to their 
ſorrow, they often find it hard work to bow 
their knees at a throne of grace ; becauſe the 
devil is telling them that it is in vain for them 
to pray to God, for they ha ve been guilty of ſo 
many fins, that God either cannot, or will 
not hear them: And perhaps he may bring 
| ſcripture for it too; and he may tell you that 
God has ſaid, When ye ſpread forth your hands 
F will hide mine eyes from you, yea when ye make 
many prayers I will not hear. Your hands are 
Full of blood. Iſa. i. 13. Again he may tell 
you, © The Sacrifice of the wicked is an abomi: 
vation to the Lord, Prov. xv. 8. yea he may 
tell you that your fins are of ſo deep a dye 
and that the number of them is ſo great that 
God will not blot them out of the book of his 
remembrance. But let all ſuch as are thus op- 
preſſed by the devil remember, that he blood 
of Feſus cleanſeth from all fin, 1 John, i. 7. 


8 


But they not only find it hard work to bow 
their knees at a throne of grace; but they of- 
ten. find it no leſs hard to drag their bodies to 
the houſe of God; and when they have brought 


7 their bodies to his temple, they find it hard 


work to keep their hearts there. For there 
is a poſſibility of our bodies being in the houſe 


of God and our hearts in the world (that 15, 
engaged in the things of the world,) ſo that 


it ** be like the fool's eye, 


1 Wand'ring all o o'er the earth abroad, 
0 Immeaſurably far from God. 


But O what diſtreſs are ſuch perſons i in at 
ſuch a time as this! what groaning! what 
weeping! what crying to God for deliverance 

O how do ſuch mourn before the Lord in ſe- 
cret, when they find their hearts ſo prone to 

backſlide from and to forſake a God of love! 

truly at ſuch a time as this they drag their 
chariot-wheels heavily, and are made to cry 
out with David, & that I bad wings like a 
dove, for then would . fly away and be at reſt. 
Pſalm, ly. 6. But although it is hard labour, 
bleſſed be God! there is profit in this labour; 

for Solomon ſays, Prov. xiv. 23. In all la. 
bour there is profit. And if the diligent hand 
maketh rich in temporal things, I don't know 
why it ſhould not in ſpiritual ones: But this 
I know, that God will never ſuffer his props 
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to ſpend their ſtrength for nought, nor their 


labour for that which ſatisfietb not. For the 
ſame God of love who was pleaſed to call them 


to this work and now gives them ſtrength to 


do the work, will at laſt reward them for 


their work, not as a reward of debt, but as 


a reward of grace. For after all that we have | 
done, or ever can do, we muſt fay, we are uns 


1 en ſervants, Luke xvii. 10. 


ut al) this is hut a very little part of the 
labour of God's people : for they labour in 
reading the Word of God, and often find it 
to "Ba a ſealed book and a dead letter to 
them; and ſometimes they cannot ſee one 
promiſe in the whole book of God for them 
but are tempted to prefer any hiſtory or play- 
book before the Bible (the word of God:) but 
O what would they not give at ſuch a time 
as this to have a promiſe applied to their 
hearts by the ſpirit of the living God! and 
how would it make them ſing for joy Then 
they would cry out and E 5 David, 
« bleſs the Lord O my ſcul, ery all that is 
within. me bleſs his 700 name! Pſalm, ciit. 1. 
Again, They Rong labqurs of love. For 
grace they love Chriſt, the name of Chriſt, 

95 ways of Obrict, and the people of Chriſt. 
There re the Devil who as a roaring Lian is 
ever going about ſeeking whom he may de- 
vour, is ſetting. of the ehen and honours, and 
the pleaſures of this world before them, e 
order 


| 
| 


I = 


(uv). 
order to draw away their love from Chriſt, and 
d ſet it upon the vanities of this world: and 


| bis. indeed has proved to be a great ſnare to 


„and has eyen turned ſome aſide from 
the good ways of God: So that the love of 


money has often proved to be. the root of all 
evil, nds ch awhile Dog have coveted after, they 


hawe erred from the faith, and pierced them- 
ſelves through with many. ſarraws, 1 Tim. vi. 
10. But although they find it hard work to 


die daily to the ines of this world, and,to. 
¶ continue in leve to the Lord Jeſus, yetby grace 


they can appeal to him who trieth the reins 
and ſearcheth the heart, and can ſay, fhν 
that knoweft all things, thou knows/? that | de- 
fire to lave thee! and they daily mourn that 
p in them ſo little love to him, Who 
and has ſuch great love for them. But 

the Apoſtle Mow all ſuch, that God would 


not forget. their labrurs of love, Heb. vi. 10. 


God is not unrightcous to forget your works and 
labours of lave, which ye have, JſhewedFouards 
lis name. 5 

But they net only find. it a labour, to love 
Jeſus, but alſo to [ove ene another, though” it is 
what they deſire to do; for the Devil will if 
colfible. g. cauſe fallings out and diviſions among 
"on, people of God by raifing . prejudice in 

heir minds one again? another, ſo that by 
3 by they begin to look ſhy on one another, 
then comes a ſeparation, and the next. ching 

| B 
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vail againſt them; and 'tis a token where 


we are to be known to be the diſciples of Jefus: 
and though you find it labour to continue in : 
love to Gob and man, yet herein we are cal- 

"pos ſays, Prov. xvid |} 


Jed to labour, and the wiſe m 
The labour of the righteous tendeth to life. So 
that here is good encouragement for us ſtill to 
labour in the - vineyard of the. Lord, ſeeing 
that Chriſt hath promiſed that they that endure 


to the end, the ſame ſhall be ſaved. Mark, xiii. | 


13. But their labour doth not end here; for 
they labour againſt the frowns of the world 
they labour againſt the ſmiles of the world, and 
againſt its ſnares; they labour againſt the 


- temptations of the devil, yea in one word, they 


are called upon to labour againſt all that is 
counter to the will and word of God, —And 
they 


that the Devil will try at will be to deftroy | 
their ſouls for ever. But why is it that the De- 
vil ſtrives againſt the love of the people of God? 
All the reaſon that | know of is this, becauſe | 
while the people of God continue in love one 
with the other, the kingdom of Satan becomes 
weaker and weaker; but when they diſagree, 
then it grows ſtronger and ſtronger. - Well 
then might David fay, Pſalm, cxxxtiit. 1. Be- F, 
Hold how good and how pleaſant a thing it is for ,. 
Brethren to dell together in unity. And in- 
deed it is a good, and a pleaſant thing for 

Brethren to dwell together in unity; for when 
this is the caſe, the gates of Hell cannot pre- | 
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W hat is for eternity, and muſt be done here, be- 


Taufe there is no work in the graue, where we 
Are all haſtening. 'I'herefore the Apoſtle thus 
Fexhorted the Corinthians, Be ye fedfaf, always: 
Rabounding in the work of the Tos foraſmuch 
s ye know, tha your labour ſhall net be in vain 
in 25 Liard. 1 3 * xv. 58. They are labour- 
ers that are invited in the text ?o come. 


(15 ) 


hey are not to labour now and then, by fits 
] and ſtarts; No, but they muſt be ſtedfaſt * 
Sr, and in carneft for it, becauſe it is a work 


2 And now we have to enquire, What they 


are heavy-laden with? for we find, that they 
who are called upon in the text are "thoſe that 
do not only labour, but are heavy-laden, for 
there is a poſſibility of a man labouring in ſin, 
Yand yet he may not be heavy-laden with fin ;, 
that is, he doth not feel the weight of „in, and. 
therefore he bas neither right nor title to the 


comfort offered in the tae. For they that 

feel what a heavy load they have on: them, cry 
out becauſe of it..—David, when deſcribing. 
the weight of his fins; ſays, * My iniquities 
have gone over my head, they are a burden to 
heavy for me to bear. Pſalm, xxxviii. 4. And: 
there is no doubt but. that the heavy-laden in 
the text are ſuch as the apoſtle makes mention 
of, 1 Tim, iii. 6. who are keavysladen with. 
fins. And for my part, I know not of any load 
that is to be compared with the load of fin upon 


a guilty conſcience , for. the 1 of a man 


B 2. may. 


6 160 „ 
may ſlßain his infirmities, but a wounded ſpirit| 
aul can bear? This makes a man weep like 
a child, and hang down his head like a bulruth. ! 
And while a man is in this ſtate, he is like one 
bound with chains and fetters, for ſo Feremiab 
ſeems to ſpeak, Lam. iii. 7. He hath hedged 
me about that I cannct get out, he hath made my 
"chan heavy.” I here is a reaſon, no doubt, for 
God's dealing thus with us, for the ſcriptures i 
declare that God doth not willingly afflict nor 
grieve the children of men: Lam. iii. 33. So it 
is plain that God doth it for the good of his i | 


le. And the wiſe man tells us what this 


heavy load will do, Prov. xii. 25. Heavineſs 
in the heart of man maketh it ſtoop. So becauſe i 
by nature we are proud and lofty, the Lord lays 8 
ths loſtineſs of man low, in order that he may 
ſtoop to is ſceptre ; but though he layeth us 
low for a little feafon, in his own good time he 
will fpeak a good word to raiſe us up again. 
And the Prophet Ifatah tells us, that God will | 
give the garment of praiſe for the ſpirit of hea- 
rneſs, Chap. Ixi. 3. So that we may truly fay | 
with Hliphor, «© He maketh fore and bindeth i 
up, be woundeth and his hands make whole.” Job. 
v. 18. Happy is it for all them that labour 
and are heavy-laden, for they are in the way to 
reſt, and ſhall find mercy ! 

3 Again: We may take notice of what is 
meant by coming to Jeſus Chriſt. And this 1 ; 
believe is more than what many People are q 

aware | 


irit¶ aware of: for many ſuppoſe, that reading of 
like their Bibles, ſaying their Prayers, and going 
uſn. to Church, twice or thrice on the Lord's-day, . 
one that this is coming to Jeſus; and if they go to 
nab the Lord's. table, and eat of the bread, and 
ved | rink. of the, wine, they have not the. leaſt 
doubt but. is is coming to Jeſus Chrif + But 
for let me tell you, a man may do allthis, and. 
Ires much more, and never. come to Jeſus Chriſt, 
nor at all: for L read in the Scriptures of ſome that 
o it had even Hood up to preach, and that had dane 
his ; many miracles in H1s name, and notwithſtand- 
b ing all this, ,Chriſt will ſay to them, in the 
day of his coming, Depart from me, ye wor- 
« ers of iniquity, for I never knew y. Luke 
xiii. 27. No, No. Tis not the Hearers or 
the Readers of the word of God are juſt before 
God, but the doers ſhall be juſtified : and David : 


6 j ſays, ; 6s. . tiry eee people that know the 
im, joy ful ſound ! But a man or a woman may ſet . 
vill under the ſound of the Goſpel all their life long, 
ws. | and not know this, or even what is meant by 


it, for when they hear; it goes in at one ear 


ay 

5 ö and out at the other, ſo that they are nothing 
bb. edified thereby, and it may bs ſaid of theſe - 
wr perſons, that they ſerve God with their bodies, 


and the Devil with-their hearts. But perhaps | 
this can hardly be ſaid of them, that they do 
ſerve God with their bodies, for it may be 
when they come to the Houſe of God, inſtead 
of, . of the word of God, they will fall 

2 : B35 alleop, 
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ü ſleep cr put themſelves ia ſome unbe- 
coming poſture, as if they were in a play- houſe 
inſtead of the Houſe of God: ſo that God 
might ſay of theſe as he did of Iſrael of old, 
this people draw near to me with their mouths, 
and with their lips do honour me, but have re- 
moved their hearts far from me, Iſa. xxix. 13. 
And truly all ſuch ſervice as this, may well be 
ſaid to be the ſacrifice of Fools ; for they c | 
der not, that they do evil. Eccl. v. 1. This 
and much more to the like effect may ba done 
by thoſe that are blinded by the God of this 
world, and the Devil may cauſe them to be- 
lieve that this is coming to Jeſus Chriſt aright, 
and that, to be ſure, they are in the narrow 
road to Heaven, though they are in the broad 
way that leads to hell. 
4 By Coming unto Chriſt, is not meant to 
come to him in a bodily manner; this many 
did in the days of his fleſh, ſome to ſee the 
miracles, and ſome for the fakb of the loaves 


and fiſhes; ſo the one part had their eyes 


pleaſed with ſeeing of the miracles per- 
formed ; and the other part had their bellies: 
filled with the loaves and the fiſhes, and this 
was what they got by coming to Chriſt. But 
they that come to him as the Text paints out, 
{hall not only have their bodies ſupplied with 
the bread that periſheth, but their ſouls ſhall 
be fed with the Bread of cternal Life, for 
they have the promiſe of God in kis world, as 
well as in that which is to come. 1 Tim. iv. 8. 
| But 
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But coming to Feſus Chriſt i in a ſpiritual 
3 ue and as the Text points out, is, no doubt, 
be underſtood of the coming of the Mind to 

1 lim, even the moving of the Heart towards. 

m, and thereby having the affections drawn 
1 aſter him, being ſenfible that unleſs he 
Þves,. they muſt periſh, ſo. that God having 
Drought their wills into ſubjection, they are 
illing to be ſav'd in God's own way. Pſalm. 
| $2 thus in the firſt place fhewn: you as. 
Propoſed, who they are that are invited to 
me to . Lam now to ſhew you, 


. When they are to come to him. And if 
e would give ear to what the apoſtle Paul 
Ways, be declares there is not a more proper 
ime than the preſent. to come for: mercy; 
W herefore, ſays. he, Behold ! now is the ac- 

pted time, behold'now is the day of ſabvation 

om. vi. 2, The Apoſtle doth not ſay, fo- 
orrow will be a. more proper time to ſeek the 
Lord than to. day, neither doth he- point out 
any future time to be more acceptable to the 
Lord, but he ſays Now is the accepted time, 
POW, while you ſee your need of mercy ; now, 
vhile mercy may be had ; now, while the 
Lard is waiting to be gracious ; now, While 
you are in the land of the living: Now 1s the 
time to ſrek for mercy, before the brittle 


thread of life is cut, * you launch into a 
| World 


world of Spirits unknown. And it is none buff 


for the ſcripture ſays, to-day F ye will. 60 


faith, for love, and for a covering for their 4 


cute theſe things; but if they come to Chriſt] 3 
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the Devil and the wicked heart of Man, thal 
fays, * It is time. enough yet to ſeek the Lord; 


his voice, harden not your hearts :' "Palm 
xcv. 8. And ſurely, thoſe who have been 
deſcribed under the firſt Head of this Diſcourſe 
cannot come to Chriſt too ſoon. that he may 
pardon their fins, that he may blot out their 
iniquities, and take away that heavy load that 
18 upon their Conſciences: they cannot come 
too ſoon, for pardon, for peace, for joy, for 


ſouls For their ftaying away, will not pro- 


he will receive them,. and will give them 
whatever they ſtand in need of; though they || i 
are unworthy: of the leaſt of his mercies, and 

defiled by fin from the crown of the head to the 
ſole of the foot. But on the other hand, how W 
dreadful is it to ſtay away from Chriſt, upon 
any pretence whatever! Our ſtaying away 
from Chriſt, will not make us better, hut 
worſe, and though. ſome ſtay away from 
Chriſt, under. the pretence. of preparing them- 
ſelves, to come to Chriſt, yet they are but des 
ceived; and deceiving : for they themſelves are 
deceived: by the Devil, and are deceiving 
their precious and immortal ſouls. Therefore 
lays the Poet, to all ſuch perſons as theſe, 


If you tarry till you're better 
You. will never come at all. * 
NN. 


4 


(2.0 


N Man can bring a clean thing out of an un- 
4 YG ce neither can any Man prepare his own 
3 | heart for the ſervice of God. And the ſcrip- 


ture tells me, that this work belongs to God 
only. ** The preparation of the Heart, and the 
anſwer of the tongue, is fromthee © God. Prov. 
xvi. 1. O then, my friends, remember how 
great your danger is! If you ſtay away from 
Chriſt for one moment, you may ruin your 
ſouls and bodies for ever But may the Lord 
help you to come to him while he is now ftand- 
ing with out-ſtretched arms to embrace you, 
then * ſhall not proce your eternal ruin! 


III. I am to _ how theſe perſons are to 
come. 


| . And here let me tell you that the way which 


God has choſen for a ſinner to come to him in, 


is quite contrary to nature; it is a way that a 


natural Man will by no means approve of ; 
for when a ſinner comes to Jeſus Chriſt, he 
muſt come as a ſinner, not bringing his good 


works with him, to recommend him to the fa- 
vour of God: for they will ſtand him in no 
- ſtead at all, i. e. He muſt not come, like the 


Phariſee, with a God I thank thee that I am 
nt as other men are, Extortioners, unjuſt, adul- 


terers; I faſt twice in the week: Sc. Luke, 


viii. Ds. 12. For ſhould he come in this 
manner, I am fure he would be ſent empty 
away ; and while he is in ſuch a ſtate as this 


he can never receive the knowledge of /ins for- 


gien 


given, And ſhould he die in this ſtate, he 
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could never be admitted into the manſions of iſ 
bliſs and glory.—But perhaps ſome will ſay, i 
If this be true, then how 1s any one to come. 
to Chriſt? I anſwer, if any man, or woman, 
would come to Chriſt aright, that man or wo- 
man, whoever they are, mult come with emp. 


ty hands and an empty heart, and whoever it is 


that thus comes to Chriſt, having nothing to pay, 
he will frankly forgive them all. And though 
the finner coesm to Chriſt empty, he will fend 
him away full, rejcicing in him with joy unſpeak- 
able and full of glory. But let us hear what 
God has to ſay concerning this matter, and let 
us ſee what way it is which he points out, for WY 
a ſinner to come to him in: for the word of 
God ſufficiently informs us how a ſinner is to 
come to God for mercy. Namely, weeping for 
his fins, confeiling them to God, and crying to. 
God for pardon. This is the way for a fin- 


ner to come to God in, but it is ſuch a way that 


a natural man will by no means approve of; 
yea be is ſo far from approving of this way, that 
He cannot bear to hear of it. What! always 
weeping and crying, and groaning, and read-. 
ing, and hearing and praying? No, No: 
This way will not do for him! And if this is 
the way to heaven, whoſo will may have it for- 
what he cares about it ; for He, for his part, is 
for the Bottle and Glaſs; he is for the Ale- 
houſe and Tavern; he is for the Play-Hciiſt and 
Marit rade 
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: Maſquerade. And although he will in ſome 


WM meature allow that man is fallen by fin, yet he 
is for making the bett of a bad bargain; and 
is very ready at all times to call thoſe Fools, 
WF who by grace are making their calling and elec- 
lion ſure. But let Man fay what he may 
about this Yay, let him ridicule thoſe who are 
is walking in it, and ſtigmatiſe them by what 
name he pleaſes, yet it is the right way to 
Heaven, and GOD ſays, Walk ye init.” 
| Ifa. xxx. 21. 
The way that God will have a ſinner come 
to him in, is a way of weeping: They ſhall 
come with weeping, and with ſupplications will 
3 I lead them: I will cauſe them to walk by rivers. 
IX of waters, in a ſtrait way, wherein they ſhall nor 
Aumble; for Tam a Father to Jfrael, and Ephraim 
= 7s my Finſt- born, Jer. xxxi. This is what the 
Lord doth require of us all: To be humbled 
for our offences, and to weep for our fins... 
Therefore, ſays the prophet Joel, turn evento 
me with all your heart, and with faſting, and 
with weeping, and with mourning ; and rent 
your heart and not your garments, and turn unto 
the Lord your God; for he is gracious and mer- 
ciful, flow to anger, and of great kindneſs, and 
repenteth him of the evil. Joel 11 12, 13. But 
how low and mean an appearance do they 
make (in the eyes of a man that knows not 
| God) that are weeping for their fins, and 
humbled before the Lord on account of their 
aggravated . 
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aggravated tranſgreſſions! But on the other 
hand, how exceeding proud and lofty are thoſe 
in che eyes of God, who do not thus mourn on 
account of their fins! And ſure I am, that wen 
the Lord humbles our pride, and lays us in the 
duſt before him, and breaks the ſtony heart, 
then we ſhall weep to think how we have fin- 
ned againſt ' ſuch a good and gracious God, 
and perhaps like David, we ſhall water our. 
couch (or pillow) with our tears! Pla vi. 6. 
And although David was King over a people 
that was in number {ke unto the ſands upon the 
ſea:ſhore, he was not athamed before men to 
confeſs his fins unto God, and to weep bitterly + 
in ſecret for them: Therefore ſays he, My 
tears have been my meat both day and night.” 
And Feremiah, ſpeaking of the Church of God 
lays, * She weepeth ſore in the night, and her 
tears are on her cheeks; among all her lovers 
\ ſhe hath none to comfort ber, all her friends 
have dealt treacherou/ly with her, they are be- 
come ber enemies. Lam. i. 2. All her beloved _ 
ans and pleaſures will not comfort her now, 
for the Lord is chaſtiſing her for her offences, 
and now (by grace) ſhe is made to ſee What 
| fin has done for her; that it has brought her 
under the curſe of God's righteous law, and 
plunged her into a fea of miſery and diftreſs ; 
and that or her offences the is delivered into 
the hands of her cruel! enemies: And now all 
her pretended friends have foriaken her, and 
| . are 


* 


ber to the very 
with Job, I abhor myſelf and repent in duſt 


— * 
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are become her greateſt enemies, wounding of 
heart, and her language is 


and aſhes,” Job, xlii. 6. Juſt ſo it is with a 
ſinner, when convinced of fin, he often finds that 
thoſe things which offered the greateſt happi- 
neſs, have brought upon him the greateſt ſorrow :_ 
But not only the coming finner may thus be 
made to weep, but even thoſe who are the 
heirs of heaven, and have the witneſs thereof 
within themſelves, I ſay, even theſe, do ſome- 

times weep like Jeremiah, becauſe they are 
under the hiding of God's count nance, and their 


Þ - Beloved ſeems to be afar off, Lam. i. 16. But, 


ſhall they always go on their way mourning, 

and hanging down their heads like bulruſhes ? 
No; for God has faid, ** I will not contend for 
ever, neither will I be always wrath, for tbe 
Ipirit. ſhould fail before me, and the ſouls which I 
have made. Iſa. lvii. 16. Therefore well doth - 
David ſay, Weeping may endure for a night, but 


Fey cometh in the morning : Pſalm. xxx. 5, 


And 'tis no wonder that our Chriſtian Poet 
thould fing thus, | 


I ſhall not always make my moan, 
Nor worthip him a God unknown, 
Bur J thall live to prove 
Thy people's reſt, the ſaints delight, 
The length, and breadth, and depth, and 
height, 
Of thy redeeming love,” 
C And 
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( And David again obſerves, that they who- 

now go on their way weeping, ſhall doubtleſs come _ 

again rejoicing, Palm, cxxvi. 6. Chrift has 

pronounced a bleſſing, upon them that weep, 

** Bleſſed are ye that weep now, for ye” ſhall 

| laugh.” Luke, vi. 21. Bleſſed are they that 

* mourn for they ſhall be comforted. Mat. v. 4. 

5 So that there is comfort throughout the whole 

| book of God, for thoſe who are ſorrowing with 

) aa godly forrow ; and what a comfortable paſ- 

ſage is that in John, xvi. 22. Ye now have 

| Jorrow, but 1 will ſee you again, and your heart 

1 hall rejoice, and your joy no man taketh from you | 

f ” his is the away that a finner muſt take to come 

1 bo, eſe: Chrift. Ez 

, ut though the ſins of thoſe that are e coming TR 

| to Jeſus are as the fins of Manaſſeh, 2 Chron, 
xxxiil. 6, 7. and they weep like many. Lake, 

| vii. 38. yet ſhall they rejoice like David, 1 Chron. 

xxix. g. for the Lord will turn their forrow in. 

Lo x; "Job. Kli. 22. 


* IV. I am to ſhew, why poor ſingers are to 

3 | come to Chrift ? 
And in the firſt place, they are to come to 

Chriſt, becauſe he has given them an Invita- , 
tion to come; therefore, they may come with 
the more boldneſs, being aſſured, that he will 

receive them at their coming : for the words 


naturally imply, that if he did not approve of 
| 


them to be his gueſts, he would not have given 
them 


„ 


them an invitation to come and be partakers 
ol his feaſt; for what man is he, that will pro- 
vide a great feaſt, and then call for them he 
hates? Will he not rather ſend for, and call 
them to his feaſt, whom he loves? No doubt 
but he wðIll, and they ſhall meet wlth a hearty 
welcome; And ſo ſhall all who thus come to 
Chriſt, for he ſays, I will in no wiſe caſt out. 
John, 6. - 4; 

But they are not only to come to Chriſt, be- 
cauſe he has invited them; but becauſe they 
muſt periih if they do not come to him; for 
they can never be ſaved without coming to 
_ Chriſt, for there is none that can, or that will 
ſave but Chriſt, for the ſcripture fays, Tuere is 
no other name given under heaven, whereby we 
can be ſaved but that of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 
Acts, iv, 12. Neither is there any way of a 
ſinner's being accepted with God the Father, 
but in and through Chriſt; And when God 
looks upon a finner through his beloved. Son, 
then the ſinner is comely in his fight, for God 
doth not behold, the leaſt ſpot of fin upon- that 
ſoul; fo that we have need to pray with David 
Pſalm, Ixxxiv. 9. Lord look upon the face of 
thine anointed ! For then God is well pleaſed 


with us, after all that we have done, fo that all 


they who would come to God aright, muſt come 
to him, pleading of Chriſt, the ſufferings of 
Chriſt, the Death of Chriſt, the Reſurrection 
of Chrifl, and the Mediation of Chriſt; then 

| GC -2 will 
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EI will Gol (in his own good time) for Chriſt's 
e-| ſake, blot out their fins as a cloud, and their 
tranſerelſions as a thick cloud. | 
1. Again, Why are they to come to Chriſt? 
i -...  Theyaretocome to Chrift, becauſe there is in 
9 him, every thing that they can poſſibly want 
| to make them happy, in time and in eternity. 
I hey are to come to Chriſt, becauſe he has ſa- 
| tified the demands of Law and Juſtice for 
1 them: for the Apoſtle ſays, Rom. x 4. Chriſt 
is the end of the Law for Righteouſneſs to every 
one that believeth. Again, they are to come 
to Chriſt, becauſe he is their Friend and Ad- 
vorate; he is a friend that fiicketh cloſer than 
a Brother, Prov. xviii. 24. He is their Advocate 
and ever liveth to make interceſſion for them. 
Heb. vii. 23. And becauſe Chriſt is their 
Friend, they may draw near to a Throne f 
Grace with a yy boldneſs. Again, they are 
to come to Chritt that he may give them R, 
and this is what he has promiſed to give unto 
them: But they can have no true Reſt till they 
do come to him, for God hath ſaid, © The 
Z ew!cked arelike atroubled Sea, when it cannot 
| refl, whoſe waters caſt up mire aul dirt : 
| there is no peace, ſaith my God to the wicked.” 
Ha. lvii. 20. 21, But they are not only to 
come to Chriſt that they may find reſ to their 
ſouts, but as the creeping things did to Noa 
1 of old, that he might take them into the Ark, 
and fave them alive. Gen. vi. 19. And who- 
; — ſoever 
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ſoever thus comes to Chriſt, ſhall find che thing 
they-are ſecking of, to the joy. and comfort of 
their Hearts; God help you to fly to the Ark: 


- Chritt Jeſus, ſo thall you. be ſafe and fecure in: 


the hour of death, and in the day of Judgment. 

But perhaps ſome. will begin to enquire, . 
whether or no, man can, or doth. come to 
Chriſt by any will or power of his own ? I an- 
ſwer No, He cannot: And for a proof of this, 
L thall call in a few texts of Scripture to my 
alliance, which are quite. ſufficient to prove 
that Man, unattiſted by the Spirit of God, can 
do no manner of thing that is good. And for 


the firſt, the Apoſtle Paul gives us his experi- 


ence concerning this matter, for. ſays he, © [ 
know that, in me, (that is in my Helli) dwelleth. 
no good thing, for to will is prejent with me, 
but how to perform that which is good I find nat: 
fer the good that I wauid, I ds nat, but the evil. 


ich Ii net, that I do.” Rom. vii. 18. 19. 


But although a!l Scripture is given by the inſpi-- 
ration of God, and is p1ofitabie- for doctrine, 
for reproof, for correction, for. inſtruction, in: 
righteouſneſs ,. that the. Man of God may be per- 


ted, throughly furniſhed. unto all good works —- 


yet there may be tome, who may begin to, 
abject and ſay, © Iheſe are. but the _ of 
Paul:“ but 1 fay, Let ali ſuch bear the words: 
of HIM, who: ſpake as never man ſpabe l , No: 
man cometh to the Father but by ine. John 
Xiv. G. And, No man can conie to me, except: 


2 the. 
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the Father which ſent me draw him.” Tohn 
vi. 44 And the Church ſeems to be truly 


ſenſible of her own weakneſs, when the ſays, 


Drau me, and we will run after thee. Gant. 


i. 4. And an Apoſtle declares, © 1: is not of 


him that willeth, nor of him that runneth, but 
it is all of God that ſkeweth mercy.” Rom. ix. 
16. Therefore they are but deceived, and 
they are deceiving their precious fouls, who 


vainly imagine that man has any power in 


whole or in part, to riſque his own ſoul from 


everliſting ruin; for this work belongs alone 


to Chriſt. May be bring us to his footttool |— 


V. lam now to ſhew For what poor ſinners 


are to come to Chriſt? And, in thort, They 
are to go to Chriſt for all they ſtand in need 


of to make them happy in time and in eterni- 
But to be a little more particular, it ma 
b-neceſlary to mention a few of thoſe things 
that a finner is to go Chriſt for. And 
In the firſt place, The man that is groan- 
ing beneath he heavy load of his ſins, muſt 


go to Chriſt for the pardon of his ſins, and to 


be waſhed in that blood which cleanſeth from 


all ſin. 1 John, i 


2. The man Garin made ſenſible, that * 


is altogether as an unclean thing, and that his. 


heart is as a cage of unclean birds, Rev. xviii 2. 


he muſt go to Chrift, like David, that he may 


give him a clean heart, and renew a right bi- 


rit within him. Pſalm Ii. 10. 


3. He 
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3. He that has got a hard Heart of ome muſt 
go to Chriſt, that he may take away the heart 
ef flone out of his fleſh, ard give him a heart of 
fleſh. Ezek. xi. 19. 

4. He that has an unbelieving heart (a heart 
that gives God the lie) mutt go to Chriſt for 
faith, crying out with the Apoſtles, © Lord, 


| "increaſe cur faith!“ Luke xvii 15. or with the 


poor Man in the Goſpel, © Lord, I believe: 
help thou mine unbelief ! Mark ix, 24. 
He who at any time is led captive by 
Ain, muſt go to Chriſt for ppwer over ſin, andt 
then Sin ſhiall not have dominion over him. Rom. 
vi. 14. 

6. The man who did once run well in the 
ways of God, but by the world, the fleth, ant 
the Devil, has been hindered, and has turned 
afide from the good ways of God---I ſay, Such 
an one muft go to Thrift, that He may 
heal his backſlidings, receive him graciouſly, 
and love him freely. Hoſ. xiv. 2. Vea, he muſt 
go to Chriſt with David's cry in his heart, 
„Habe mercy upon me, O God, according unto 
the multitude of thy tender mercies, blot out my 
tranſgreſſions. Waſh me throughly from mine 
iniquities, and cleanſe me from my fin : For I ac- 
knowledee my en, and my ſin is ever 

before me. Pſalm li. 1, 2, 3. or like the Prodi- 
gal Son, Father I have finned again/t heaven, 
and before thee, and am n more worthy to be cal- 


led thy ſon ” Luke xv. 18, 19. And all they: 
| ; 75 WhO 


(32 ) 


who thus go to. Chriſt may depend upon it, 
that he will receive them, and fultil his words 
towards them, * will beal their back/lidings. : 
F will receive them graciouſly, and tvce them. 
freely.” Hoſea xiv 4. O ye penitent, atllic- 
F ted ſouls! what is it ye ſtand in need of? what; 
is it you want ?---Want what you will--Chrift 
has got it in ſtore for you: therefore. Go to. 
Him, for he is able and willing to ſupply all“ 
your wants: And he ſays, 4/4, and ye ſhall. 
receive: and again, © HEatfoever ye aſk the 
Father in ny name, He will give it you. 
Then what is it that you want? Are you ſpi— 
ritually zaked ? Go unto Him, and he will, 
cloath-you with his own moſt glarivus. Robe. 
Are you hungring aſter the Bread of Life? 
Go to Him, and he will feed you: for he has. 
pronounced a blefling upon ſuch, and ſaid, 
, * they ſhall be filled.” Matt. v. 6. Are you. 

_ tiirſling after divine conſolations *---G0 to, 
Him, and you ſhall be enabled with joy, 10. 
draw water out of the well of ſalvation, Iſa xii, 

3. Are you forrowful, and want to be joy 41 
in the God of your ſalvub ibn? Then Go to, 
Him, and he will make your heart rejzice. Johns 

xvi, 22. Do you want more ve to him, 
his ways, and people? Then go to Him, for 
he is a God of Love“, and he will ſet your foul, 
on fire with that heavenly principle. Do, 
you want peace? Ihen go to Chriſt, He is the 
Prince ef Peace, and will give you that Peace, 
which, | 
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which the world knows nothing of. Yes, It is 
a peace which the world cannot give, nor take 
away: For the Men of this world have no 
peace themſelves, and therefore they cannot 
give Peace to others. And how fhould they 
have Peace, that are ſinning againſt God with 
an high hand and with a ſtretched-out arm; 
that are living without Hope, and without God 
in the world? Theſe have no Peace. Tis 
true, they may cry Peace to their ſouls, but 
God has not ſpoke peace, but to the contrary 
has ſaid, There is no Peace to the wicked.” 
Tf. lvii, 21. And unto all ſuch perſons as 
theſe, if might ſay with ſehu, What haſt 
thou to do with peace? 2 Kings ix 19. But 
as for thoſe Who - are coming to ſeſus, though 
the waters pf their conſciences are troubled, 
like the water of the Pool of Bethe/da when 
the angel deſcended into it, John v. 4.--- 
I fay, although this is the caſe, with the com- 
ing ſinner, yet will the Lord give him, that 
peace which the world cannot give nor take 
aua -a Peace which us ys all underſtanding, 
May the Lord make you bapfy F parta- 
kers of that Peace ! | 


VIthly and Laſtly. I am to hw, What 
encouragement. a finner has to come to Chriſt.—— 
Indeed great is the encouragement that a ſin- 
ner has to come to Chriſt, and there are many 
—_— things 
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things to encourage bim in his coming. Let 
the following motives excite your ſerious at- 
tention. . 

1 That GOD the Father is ready to Guile - 
upon the returning Sinner, an4 to pardon his 
fins, for the ſake of his beloved Son. I his 
the A poſtle ſufficlently proves, from 2 Cor. v, 
19. God was in Chrift, reconciling tlie world to 
himſelf, not imputing their brejpaſſes uno 
them, 

2. That Chriſt is very ready to receive them 
who are coming unto him, though they have 


ſinned againſt him all the days of their life. 


3. That there are ſo many exceeding great 
and precious promiſes recorded in the Word of 
God, for the encouragement of every-heavy- 
laden fin-fick ſoul; and that the Holy Ghoſt 


is ready to apply theſe Promiſes bome with 


power to the Sinner's heart and conſcience. 


4. That we have the experience of fo 
many, ſome of whom once were mot aban- 


doned and profligate ſinners, and yet they 


have been brought to the knowledge of the 
truth, and to rejoice in the God of their Sal- 


vation! And it may be necefiary to mention 
a few of theſe perſons, for the encouragement 


of thoſe who are coming to Chriſt, or at leaſt 
are defirous ſo to do. 
Manaſſeh was a great finner, one who de- 


. lighted in every act of iniquity, he made the 


blood of his people to run down the ftreets of 
Jeruſalem, - 


6 
Jeruſalem; he alſo made his ſons to paſs thro 


the fixe, neither was he contented with ſinning 
againſt God, himſelf, but made the people of 


God to fin allo; for we are told that he made 


Judah, and the inhabitants of Feruſalem to err, 
and to do worſe than the heathen, whom the 
Lord hed deſtroyed before the children of Ijraet, 
(and they offered their Children to Devils.) 
Nor was this all: for when God ſpake to Ma- 
naſjeh to refrain from his evil ways, yet he re- 
fuſed to hearken to God: yea his wickedneſs 
was ſo great, that God took his kingdom from 
bim, and delivered him into the hands of his 
cruel enemies. And yet when this very wicked 
Man called upon the Lord in his afflictions, 
God was intreated of him; heard his ſupplica- 
cation; granted his requeſt, and brought him 
again to his kingdom in peace: and then (it. 
is ſaid) Maxaſſeh knew that'the Lord he was 
God. 2 Chron. xxxiii. 6to 14. Thus you ſee 
the Lord was pleaſed to have mercy upon ſuch. 
ga great ſinner as Manaſſen. Yea and he alſo 
had mercy on Rahab the Harlot, and deli- 
vered her that the was not conſumed in the 
overthrow of the City. Jof. vi. 23, 24, 25. 
And need I tell you of Tal Magdalen, Who 
came to Chriſt in the days of his fleſh, tho 
ſhe was a great ſinner, a Ton- ſinner; one that 
was noted for her wickedneſs, yet when the 
came to Chriſt, weeping for her fins ; he did 
receive bid her to be of good cheer, and- 
to 


. 
td go in peace, for ner int, though many 15 


number, were for given her. Luke vii. 47. 48. 
And when the adulterous Woman was brought: 


to Chriſt, though he knew all her fins, and all 


the wickedneſs that ſhe had committed, yet 
he did not condemn her, but bade her go and 
fin no mere. John viii. 11. And was there not a 
perſecuting Saul, who made it his chief delight 
to perſecute the people of God, and to hale 
both men and women to priſon and to death? 
yet when he came to Chriſt, praying ſor the 
pardon of his fins, Chri/? Feſu did receive 
him at his coming, forgave him his fins, and. 
ſent him to preach the Gofpel to the Gentiles, 
Acts ix 6 11. Surely this muſt be great en- 
couragement for a finner to come to Chriſt - 
But perhaps you will ſay, © I have ſinned 
againſt /ight and knowledge! And what then? 
« Why then to be ſure there is no. mercy for 
me? But David did the ſame in the mat- 
ter of Uriah, 2 Sam. xii 12, 13. And Peter 
did the ſame, when he denied his Lord with 
oaths and curſes; and yet the Lord had mer- 
cy on them both, and forgave their fins. We- 
are told that Chriſt caſt Seven Devils out of 
Mary Magdalen; and if you come to Chriſt, 
he'll caſt the Devil out of your heart; the De- 
vil of Pride, the Devil of Anger, the Devil of 


Lyft, and the Devil of Malice and Reſentment - | 


and that deviliſh Mill of thine ſhall be brought 
into ſubjection to the will of God: Therefore 
Come 
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cone to Chiri ſt and if you are poſſeſſed with a 
legion of devils, Chriſt is able and willing to 
caſt them all out. O what can give a finnet 
more encouragement to come to Chriſt than to 
to hear of theſe things? And remember what 
an encouraging word that is in din vi, 37. 
* Him that cometh unto nie, I will in no wiſe 
caſt dt. — What words are theſe! Tho 
you are an old ſinner, „I will in no wile caſt 
out : —Though you are a great ſinner; © I 
will in no wiſe caſt ct: —— Though your fins 
are in colour like ſcarlet or crimſon, and al- 
though they are in number as the ſands upon 
the {ea-ſhore, « Tl in no wiſe caſt out: . 
Though you have back-flidden from me, times 
without number, Je et ce Come unto Me, for Iwill 
in 10 Wiſe, caſt out.” O my brethren, what 
more ſhall 1 ſay? Tittis would fail to enlarge 
upon theſe brd i The) are ſo precious; that 
1 think they ought to be Written in letters of 
gold---May | the Spirit of God write them 1 upon 
all our hearts! Surely this is enough to encou- 
rage poor ſinners to come unto Chriſt : Seeing 
he hath ſaid He will in no wiſe caſt them out: 
but will 1 receive them at their coming, and 
give them Reſt, with whatever elſe they land 
in need of. 

And now I ſhall endeavour to ſhew the 
meaning of the word Reſt. . For in ſcripture, 
there are various things included i in this word, 
Sometimes our Beds are ſpoken of as places of 


Reſt 


F 

Reſt; as in Iſa lvii. 2. They ſhall reft in their 
beds.” So Sleep is mentioned as Reſt, where: 
by our bodies are refreſhed, Matt xxvi 45. & 
Joha xi. 13. The !S2bba:h-day is ſpoken of 
as being a Day of Reſt, Lev. xvi 31.4 
| | Jhall be a Sabbath of Ref? unto you. The Land 
W | of Canaan was ſaid to be a land of Reſt, Joſh, 
13. And Job ſpeaks of the grave as bein 
a | a place of reſt, Job iii. 11, 12, 12; © Wh Why die 
1 I not from the womb ? why did T not give up 

| 

| 


* the Ghoſt when I came out of the belly? why did. 
| not the knees prevent me? or why the breaſt 
1 that I ſhould ſuck? Fer now ſhould T have been 
FF till and been quiet, I. ſhould have ſlept, then 
7 had ] been at ret ” Pal. xvi. 98. For there 
TY the priſoners reſi together, they hear not the 
4 voice of the oppreſſor, and in Rev. xiv. 13. 
Bleſſed are the dead that die in the Lord, yea, 
| © faith the ſpirit, for they reſt from their labours, 
| and their works do fellow them. Heaven allo 
| is faid to be a place of reſt, and that-reſt 
which God keeps in ſtore for all his dear peo- 
1 ple, therefore, {ays the Apoſtle. There re- 
| maineth a reſt to the people of God, Heb. iv. 9. 
[| But the reſt which is promiſed in the text, is 
2h not a reſt that we are to look for after death, 
bdaut even in this life it may be attained to; 
[| a reſt from fin and ſorrow: and ſure I am, 


—— 


that nothing can ſound more ſweet, in the 
ears of a heavy: laden, ſin- ſic k ſoul, than to 


* chat eber long, he ſhall reſt from ſin and 
WM ſorrow 
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forrow and from the hard 3 where witft 
he has been made to ſerve. But as ſleep is 
only ſaid to be ſweet to a labouring man, ſo 
enis reſt will only appear fweet to thoſe who ſee 
their need of it, and to thoſe who do ſee their 
need of it, :what a comfortable and ſupporting 
word 1s there in Jere. xlvi. 27. Fear thou 
not O my ſervant Jacob, and be net diſmayed 
O Iſrael, for behold 1 will ſave thee from afar 
off, and thy ſeed from the land HF their captivi- 
ty, and Facob ſhall return and be in reſt and at 
eaſe, and none ſhall make him ofraid.” Obſerve, 
it is not ſaid, * If acob wilh return to me, 
then F will give him reſt.” No; but he ſhalt 
return notwithſtznding all the oppreſſion of 
Men or Devils. And “ tho” 0 has got æ 
heart that is more ready to go from me, 
than to come unto me, yet * hail come, for 
F will draw him with cords of love, as with the. 
bands of a man.” Theſe words are like thoſe 
in John vi. 37. All that the re wenn me 
Hall come to me. 

But notwithſtanding all theſe precious pro- 
miſes, you, perhaps, are ſaying, I have ſought 
reſt for a long ſeaſon and have found none, 
and perhaps are tempted to think you never 
ſhall, for you ſay, ** I ſeem to be further from 
it now, than I was when I firſt ſought after it. 
But what though you have not as yet found it: 
Doth this prove you never ſhall-? no, by no 
means ; for God has ſaid, He will give hg 

re 
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reſt: and 'tis only the devil and unbelief z 
He will not. But though it does not prove 
that you never ſhall have it, yet it proves this 
that you are very impatient 1n waiting for it, 
and that you want to receive it without wait 
ing the Lord's time: Therefore you are 
crying out with David, O that I had wings 
like a dove, for then would I fly away and be at 
rei. Pſalm, lv. 6. But though you are now 
ſaying, there is 10 ſaundneſs in my fieſh, becauſe | 
of thine anger : neither is there any reſt in my 
bones, becauſe of my ſin. Pſalm, xxxviil. 3, yet 
wait on the Lord, and by and by, you ſhall 
be enabled to ſay with David, in another place, 
« He hath brought me up out of the miry clay, 
and ſet my feet upon a 5 and eſtabliſhed all 
my geings. Pſalm, xl. 2. Bleſs the Lord O, my 
ſcul, and all that is within me bleſs his holy name. 
Bleſs the Lord O my ſoul, and I forget net all is 
benefits ; who forgiveth all thine iniquities ; who, 
healeth all thy diſeaſes ; who redeemeth thy li fe 
from deſtrufion ; who-crowneth thee with loving» 
kindneſs and tender mercies; who ſatisfgth thy 
mouth with opp 4h ſo that thy youth is re- 
Pſalm. Clil. 1. to 6 


"Ms oth are ſeeking after it. But it may be 

ecefſary to ſhew, Where we are to ſeek this 
Ref, and where it is that we ſhall had 1 it. W | 
ve 
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Me axe to ſeek it in the ways of Righter 


Of God, and pourir & out our hearts in prayer 
In 


rr. 


Tight to expect any thing but the. punichmegt 
which is due to fin, For the wrath of- God is re. 
_ Fealed from heaven againſt all, ungodlineſs and, 
unrighteouſneſs of men, uo hold, the Truth. in. 
unrighteouſneſs. Rom. i. 18. | 
But one would be ready to. ſuppoſe, that 
this word © Reſt” would. ſound ſo ſweet in the 
cars of ſinners, as to cauſe them, to flock to 
* Chriſt, like doves to the windows. But on 
the contrary, though it is promiſed to all thoſe 
who come to Chrift for it, yet the wickedneſs 
of the heart of man is ſuch, that he cries out, 


6 | pray thee, let me be excuſed:“ or, . 
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thy way fot this time, and at a more conveni- 
ent ſeaſon I willſend for thee.” Like xiv. 18, 
and As xxiv 28. But ſhould this be the caſe 
with any of you, I pray God give you to con- 

ſider, that this may be the laſt offer of Mercy, 


the laſt Invitation that may be given you! 


And remember, Life and Death are now 
ſet before yolt—God help you to chooſe Life, 
that ye may live! But if after all the offers of h 
Mercy-—-If after all the Invitations that have 
been given you, You ſtill perfift in your wick- 
edneſs---Be aſſured of it — That, by and by 
the God that made you will haye no mercy 
on you ; but will doom your ſoul to everlaſting 
miſery, to be tormented with devils and dam- 
ned ſpirits for ever! do not ſpeak theſe 
things to ſrighten or terrify you: but only to 


warn you to flee from the wrath to come God 


help you to take warning, and to ſeek merc 
while it may be ſound And may the Lord 
of his infinite mercy fit and prepare both 152 


and me for his coming, ſo that when he ſhall 


appear, we may appear with him, and be made 
like unto him ! The Lord make this the 


happy lot and portion of your fouls and mine, 


for JESUS CHRIST his fake | . | 
Amen, and Amen. | 


